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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, October 1, 2018 

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 

was held on Monday, October 1, 2018, at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council 

Chambers at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard. The meeting was opened with The Pledge 

of Allegiance. Present were Mayor Jim Thomson, Council Members Dan Sebben, 

Lisa Eppert, Danny Hebenstreit, Reggie Finney,  Megan Moylan, Ashley Metcalf and 

Joan Provaznik. Rick Vilcek was necessarily absent. Also present were Amy 

Hamilton, City Manager, and Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 

 

Mayor Thomson stated the City flags would be lowered to half-staff on October 6 to 

honor former police officer Dave Milward who passed away recently.  PO Milward 

will be buried at Jefferson Barrack’s National Cemetery. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Bill No. 5541 

Removed from agenda for Refinement 

 

Mayor Thomson asked for a motion to remove Bill No. 5541 Right-of-Way Usage 

Code, Small Wireless Facility Deployment from tonight’s agenda for refinement due 

to some changes the FCC has made to the State legislation which was passed 

previously  We would be holding the Bill over to another meeting to make these 

changes. 

 

Mr. Finney moved, Mr. Hebenstreit seconded, a motion to remove Bill No. 5541for 

refinement to be returned at another meeting. Carried unanimously.   

 

Proclamation  

Night Out Against Crime in Richmond Heights 

 

Mr. Sebben read the Richmond Heights Proclamation announcing the October 2, 

2018 Night Out Against Crime event in Richmond Heights.  The Proclamation noted 

it was the 35
th

 annual event which is highlighted by residents hosting neighborhood 

block parties, underscoring the importance of police and community working together 

to form firm neighborhood partnerships to prevent crime and promoting 

neighborhood awareness.  Police Chief Doug Schaeffler accepted the Proclamation. 

 

Proclamation 

2018 Fire Prevention Week 

 

Mr. Finney read the Richmond Heights Proclamation which proclaimed the week of 
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October 7-14 as Fire Prevention Week in Richmond Heights. This year’s theme, 

Look.Listen.Learn urges residents to look for possible areas may happen, listen to the 

sound of the fire alarm and to learn at least two ways out of your home in case of a 

fire.   

 

District 2 Meeting 

 

Mr. Finney announced District 2 will hold their meeting October 13 at 10 a.m. at 

THE HEIGHTS. 

 

District 3 Meeting 

 

Ms. Moylan announced a District 3 meeting would be held On October 20 at 10 a.m. 

at THE HEIGHTS. 

 

Hope Box 

 

Mayor Thomson announced the Hope Box has been installed at THE HEIGHTS, 

stating it is a community sharing box to help those in need, “take what you need, 

bring what you can”. Mayor Thomson stated the box was a project implemented by 

last year’s Richmond Heights Youth Council. 

 

RHYC 

 

Mayor Thomson stated that tonight was the first meeting of this season’s Richmond 

Heights Youth Council. Mayor Thomson stated they hosted seventeen 8
th

 graders and 

noted the group would be learning about City government and how it works. 

 

RH Events 

 

Mayor Thomson announced a few upcoming events in Richmond Heights including 

the October 3 Active Ageing Fair at THE HEIGHTS, the October 6 Tri-City Garage 

Sale and the Mid-County Chamber of Commerce’s Dinner Auction on October 13. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 

None. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

 

Petition No. 2018-12 

C. E. Boulevard Phase II, LLC 

Amend Final Development Plan 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the Boulevard Phase II project has asked to amend their Final 
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Development Plan to add one more story on the residential building in their project.  

Ms. Hamilton stated the Plan & Zoning Commission approved the change and 

council can ask for further review or concur with the P & Z approval. 

 

Council stated they wished to approve the changes and would not call up Petition 

#2018-12 for review. 

 

Petition No. 2018-13 

SSM Emergency Room Addition 

Amend Final Development Plan 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the SSM St. Mary’s Health Center has asked to amend their 

Final Development plan to reduce the emergency room addition from three stories to 

two in their project.  Ms. Hamilton stated the Plan & Zoning Commission approved 

the change and council can ask for further review or concur with the P & Z approval. 

 

Council stated they wished to approve the changes and would not call up Petition 

#2018-13 for review. 

 

McKnight Road Project 

Design Services Contract 

Thouvenot, Wade & Moerchen, Inc. (TWM) 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked if the Council wished to authorize the Mayor to execute the 

contract with TWM for design services for the McKnight Road sidewalk and asphalt 

overlay project.   

 

Mr. Finney moved, Mr. Hebenstreit seconded, a motion to authorize the Mayor to 

execute the design services contract for the McKnight Road project with TMI. 

Carried unanimously. 

 

Bill No. 5542; amendment to 2017-2018 FY Budget 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated Bill 5542 amends the 2017-18 Budget Bill to accurately reflect 

year end balances based on the actual revenue received and expenditures.  Ms. 

Hamilton stated the accompanying Finance Director’s memo summarized the actual 

financials for the fiscal year. 

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Heinz reiterated the Mayor’s comments on Bill 5541; stating the changes entered 

by the FCC necessitated minor changes to the Bill and we would be adjusting our Bill 

to accommodate those changes. Mr. Heinz stated he expected the Bill to be placed on 

the agenda at a future meeting. 
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BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

None. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

Bill No. 5541; removed for refinement 

 

Bill No. 5542; first reading 

Amends Fiscal Year Budget Ordinance No. 5355,  

FY 2017-2018 (Amendment No. 1) 

 

Mr. Finney moved, Mr. Hebenstreit seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill 

No. 5542.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5542 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 5355 THE 2017-2018 FISCAL 

YEAR BUDGET (Amendment No. 1). 

 

Bill No. 5542 was laid over to the next meeting. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

None. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 

 

Residents spoke to the Council regarding the Agenda Item on Electric/Invisible Pet 

Fences. 

 

 MISCELLENANEOUS BUSINESS 

 

Electric/Invisible Pet Fences 

 

Mayor Thomson stated he had been approached by resident who stated his concerns 

that the invisible pet fences.  The concern was that while usually a deterrent for dogs 

from leaving their yards, these invisible fences often caused alarm to pedestrians 

walking on sidewalks adjacent to their yards.  The resident stated dogs were alarming 

to pedestrians if the animals charged up to the fence line if it was close to the 

sidewalk or street curb. 

 

Mayor Thomson stated a suggestion was discussed to approve legislation to our Code 

which would require the invisible fence be installed further back from property edge, 

a certain number of feet.  Currently there is no code requirement but it installers 

usually place them 8’-10’ from property line.  Mayor Thomson also stated the City 

could also require signs placed on the property noting they did have the invisible pet 

fence to give pedestrians more notice that dogs may appear suddenly.  Mayor 
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Thomson stated that Council Member Vilcek had offered the opinion that this may be 

a good idea to introduce legislation requiring a 10’ setback. 

 

Council members discussed the issue; Mr. Sebben stating he has an invisible pet 

fence which is about 10’ inside his property line and acknowledges he could see that 

some might be surprised, etc. if a dog were to charge down to sidewalk area. Mr. 

Sebben stated he did not see how legislation would mediate the problem and noted 

responsible dog owners should know if their pet seemed threatening to others. 

 

Mr. Finney and Ms. Moylan stated that even with the invisible fences, certain type 

dogs would charge through or dig under to get out.  It would be hard to legislate a 

dog’s actions. 

 

Ms. Metcalf stated she would not like to see certain dogs breeds typed as needing 

more confinement that what is already asked for in our Code. 

 

Ms. Eppert stated she thought a sign posting notice of invisible pet fence might be a 

positive thing. 

 

Three audience members from Rankin Avenue spoke to the Council regarding the 

issue, stating there are a number of homes in their area that have the electric/invisible 

pet fences and understand that some pedestrians may be alarmed if a dog is out in 

their yard and comes up to property line unexpectedly.  They noted their yards in that 

area are larger lots, some yards would not be able to accommodate a larger setback. 

 

The consensus of the audience members who spoke was that it was up to pet owners 

to be more responsible and aware of how their animals behaved with the fence type.  

They agreed that roaming animals or people whose animals are not leashed are more 

of a problem. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that she could not find any specific legislation in the surrounding 

municipalities regarding fence locations, signs, etc.  She stated found a few statewide 

that limits installation to around 25’, but with Richmond Heights homes not generally 

having that large of lots it would be impractical to make that a requirement.   

 

With no further discussion, Council stated they did not wish to pursue any specific 

legislation on the issue. 

 

Adjournment 

 

At approximately 8:05 p.m., with no further business to come before the meeting, Mr. 

Finney moved, Mr. Hebenstreit seconded, to adjourn. Carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Thomson declared the meeting, adjourned. 
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___________________________ 

       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 

       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

 

_____________________ 

APPROVAL 


